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Dear Sir: 


We are transmitting herewith the attached: 


[X] 

[X] 

[X] 

[X] 

[X] 


Information Disclosure Statement Before Mailing Date of Either a Final Action or 
Notice of Allowance (37 CFR 1.97(c)) 

Form PTO-1449 with Thirty-eight (38) newly-submitted references. 

A check in the amount of $ 180.00 is enclosed. 

Return Postcard. 


Please charge any deficiencies or credit any overpayment in the enclosed fees to 
Deposit Account No. 50-0413. 
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Commissioner for Patents 
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Received 

JUN °3 2003 

'**** lowest 


CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.8: I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service on the date shown below with sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to the: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 223 1 3-1 45Q> on this day of MAY , 2003. 

sy 

Scot Wickhem 


Dear Sir: 

With regard to the above-identified application, the items of information listed on the 
enclosed Form 1449 are brought to the attention of the Examiner. 

This application relies, under 35 U.S.C. § 120, on the earlier filing date of prior 
application Serial No. 08/881,586, filed on June 24, 1997, now U.S Patent No. 6,409,682 
issued on June 25, 2002. The references not provided but listed on PTO Form 1449 were 
previously submitted in the above-referenced prior application and, therefore, are not required 
to be provided on this application. 
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The information disclosure statement transmitted herewith is being filed after three 
months of the filing date of this national application or the date of entry of the national stage 
as set forth in Section 1 .491 in an international application or after the mailing date of the first 
Office Action on the merits, whichever event occurred last but before the mailing date of 
either a final action under Section 1.1 13 or a notice of allowance under Section 1.31 1, 
whichever occurs first. 

In accordance with 37 C.F. R. § 1.98(a)(2), a copy of each document or other 
information listed on the enclosed Form 1449 is provided. 

No representation is intended to be made hereby that any of the cited references 
establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a prima facie case of 
unpatentability of any claim of the present case. 

Accompanying this transmittal are fees in the amount of $180. 

Respectfully submitted, 

PAUL H. BURMEISTER et al. 

By their Attorney, 


Date: AW % ^ 



28075 


PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE 



CROMPTON, SEAGER & TUFTE, LLC 


1221 Nicollet Avenue, Suite 800 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55403-2420 
Telephone: (612) 677-9050 
Facsimile: (612) 359-9349 


2 



